Policy Incubator Competition:
Innovative Solutions to Public Policy Issues
The Institute of Public Service is committed to educating working professionals
for positions of leadership and responsibility in public service. Through the
Policy Incubator Competition, students can apply the practical and theoretical
knowledge gained in their programs to public policy challenges currently facing
our state and local governments. The goal of this competition is to demonstrate
an understanding of key problems in our region, and propose new, innovative
policy applications to solve them.

Rules and Procedures
•
•

The contest is open to all current students in the MPA and MNPL programs.
Students must submit a 3 to 5 page policy paper which identifies a policy challenge currently
being faced by state or local government. Submissions should clearly explain why the issue is a
problem and should be addressed by policy makers. Papers must propose a specific inventive
policy change or application to solve the problem.
Possible topics include, but are not limited to: systematic solutions to big problems like
homelessness, public transportation and urban development. As well as new applications
to day to day administrative and policy problems such as increasing voter turnout or
improving a neighborhood environment to create a greater sense of pride.

•
•

Specific guidelines for the paper can be found on the accompanying document.
Papers must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 18,, 2013. Submissions must be
turned in via email to Lindsay Ohab Graduate Program Coordinator at ohabl@seattleu.edu.

After all submissions have been received, they will be reviewed and evaluated by a committee of current
faculty members, IPS staff and friends of Seattle University.
•
•

No more than 5 students with the highest rated submissions will present their solutions to a panel
of leaders from state and local government. Additionally, the IPS office will work with those
students to try to have their papers published.
Presentations will be 10 minutes in length and followed by a 5 minute question and answer
period. (Visual aids are encouraged, but not required.)

Presentations will take place on March 21, 2013 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Casey Commons.
Dinner will be served and the public is invited to attend.
Prizes
•
•
•

First Prize:
Second Prize:
Third Prize:

$300.00
$150.00
$ 50.00

The top three finishers will receive a medal and all entrants will receive a certificate. The fourth and fifth
place finishers will receive $25.00 gift card to the campus bookstore.

Guidelines for Policy Incubator Project Submission
1. You will identify a specific policy challenge currently facing state or local government or
nonprofits. Submissions should clearly explain why the issue is a problem and should be
addressed by policy makers. Papers must propose a specific inventive policy change or
application to solve the problem.
2. How would you measure success for the specific policy you are proposing to solve the
problem?
3. The paper cannot exceed 5 pages in length not including the cover page and citations.
4. The paper must be double-spaced; 10-12 point font (Arial, Calibri, Times New Roman);
1-inch margins
5. In-text citations and works cited accurately follow the APA
guidelines: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/06/
6. There should be a cover page that provides:
a. Name
b. Date
c. Title of paper
d. Abstract or one paragraph summary.
7. On the first line of the abstract center the word “Abstract” (no bold, formatting, italics,
underlining, or quotation marks). Beginning with the next line, write a concise summary
of the key points of your research. (Do not indent.) Your abstract should contain at least
your research topic, the problem, the specific application and its relevance to public
policy. You may also include possible implications of your research and future work you
see connected with your findings. Your abstract should be between 100 and 200 words.
8. Your paper should be divided into clear sections with bold faced subtitles for each
section. The sections should include:
a. Background on the problem
b. The data and research you reviewed
c. A review of alternative solutions
d. A preferred alternative
e. An example of a very specific application of your preferred solution.

Policy Incubator Project Submission Form
Please complete this form and submit with your project submission. Deadline for submissions is
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18, 2013. All Submissions must be turned in via email to Lindsay Ohab, IPS
Graduate Program Coordinator at ohabl@seattleu.edu.
Student Name:

SU ID#

Program:

Preferred Email:

Title of Paper: _______________________________________________________________________
Abstract (100 and 200 words)

Biographical Statement (50 word max written in the 3rd person):

By checking this box, I hereby certify that the paper being submitted is my original work and that all
information presented on this form is true. Seattle University has my permission to publish, post on its website,
and/ or use the entry in whole or in part in conjunction with my name for advertising or other lawful purposes
in conjunction with Seattle University.
Electronic Signature: _______________________________________________

