Fall Quarter 2013
Course Descriptions

CRJS 306/HUMT 400-01 – Police and Society

7:45-9:50 MWF
Reed

The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with ways to understand the role of police in our society and, in particular, in the City of Seattle.  The goal of the course is to create inspired and education citizens who have a passion for justice, fair play, accountability, and equity.  To that end, the professor will offer lectures, videos, and discussions around the history of policing, contemporary aspects of policing, and the future of law enforcement in the United States. 

ENGL 474/INST 364 – Post Colonial Literature

3:45-5:50 T, Th

Iyer

This course will introduce students to major texts in postcolonial theory including the works of Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, Frantz Fanon and others. Students will also be reading fictional works by George Orwell, Amitav Ghosh, Chinua Achebe, Tsitsi Dangarembga, and Monica Ali. The course will emphasize postcolonial issues in Africa and South Asia.
GAST 303/HIST 363

3:45-5:50 T, Th
Adejumobi

This course will explore the development of African history since 1800, examining the evolution of modern African states and showing how their transition was disrupted by European colonialism.  We will explore at the factors in Europe that encouraged colonialism, the varied African response to that political intervention, the impact of Christianity and Islam, and the emergence of the 20th Century independence movements.  We will look at the evolution of the modern African intelligentsia, politics, popular culture, economics and gender relations.  Finally, we will address the problems and potential of independent Africa.

While learning the stories and “facts” in history is crucial, students will be encouraged to question those stories and “facts” in both primary and secondary sources in order to understand various viewpoints and limitations in major historiographical traditions.  You will be expected to ask probing questions about why authors wrote their texts as they did and what we can learn from their specific methods, techniques, and perspectives.  Thus, critical thinking is a key component to the class.

Required Materials:

· Toyin Falola, ed., Africa: Volume 3: Colonial Africa, 1885-1939 (Durham, North Carolina: Carolina Academic Press, 2002)

· Frederick Cooper, Africa Since 1940: The Past of the Present (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002)

· Saheed A. Adejumobi, The History of Ethiopia (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2006)

· Course Packet, available at Copy Mart

HIST 121-03 – Introduction to Modern Civilization: The African Diaspora
1:30-3:35 T, Th
Adejumobi

This course will introduce students to the history of the African diaspora and enrich their understanding of the roles that Africans and African Americans in Latin America and the United States played in the formation of the modern world.  We will critically evaluate how similarities and differences in geography and the historical construction of the black experience gave Africans, African Americans, and Afro-Caribbean people certain common, but also unique understandings of the nature of racial identity, citizenship, and modernity configured by the trans-Atlantic slave trade and colonial rule.  The three major sections are: the African background; the slave trade and slavery; and emancipation and post-emancipation issues.  Students will be introduced to basic African intellectual theories of culture, identity, and power, which are the main features of modern black diaspora politics.
While learning the stories and facts in history is crucial, students will also learn to question those stories and “facts.”  Students will be encouraged to question both primary and secondary sources in order to understand various viewpoints and limitations in history.  In addition, students will be expected to ask probing questions about why authors wrote their texts as they did and what we can learn from their specific methods, techniques and perspectives.  Thus, critical thinking is a key component to the class.

Course Methods and Format
This class relies upon collaboration among class members and inquiry as a process for developing historical understanding.  Students are expected to read assignments before coming to class in order to engage in small group and class discussions.  The class will mix lectures with discussions to address the themes and texts.

Like most history classes, this class will involve a significant amount of reading.  Please plan to study at least two hours for every class time.  

Required Materials

· Michael L. Conniff and Thomas J. Davis, Africans in the Americas: A History of the Black Diaspora (New Jersey: The Blackburn Press, 1994)

· James West Davidson, They Say: Ida B. Wells and the Reconstruction of Race (Oxford University Press, 2007)
· J. Nozipo Maraire, Zenzele: A Letter for My Daughter (New York: Delta, 1996)

· Course Packet available at Copy Mart

PLSC 338 – Political Economy of Africa
1:30-3:35 T, Th

Anthony

This course will address the economic foundations of democratization, revolution, internal war and authoritarianism in Africa as well as the political foundations of economic growth, social welfare and economic inequities.  It will confront the challenges posed by the global economy as well as the limited opportunities offered.  It will also consider the strength of African movements for social change and the new stakeholders in African politics.
SOCL 317/SOCW 317 – Race & Ethnicity

10:15-12:20 T, Th
Staff
This course will explore the concepts of race and ethnicity. It will cover the main historical and global processes that have led to the formation of ethnic and racial groups, as well as the political, economic, and personal realities of race and raced identities in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Class sessions will consist of student led group discussions, supplemented by lectures and films. The final essay for the course will be a combination of field experience and theoretical analysis of Seattle's place within contemporary ideas about race and ethnicity. 

UCOR 1100-15/16 – Uncover Human and Civil Rights

8:00-10:05  T, Th

10:15-12:20 T, Th

Kill 

Which facets of your identity do you put forward or pull back at SU? Are you the same person at home, at work, on campus, in all circumstances? What’s at stake when people minimize—or maximize—traits and practices such as gender/sexual orientations and identities, race/ethnicity, religion, socio-economic status? What does choice have to do with it?
This College Writing Seminar explores the theory that we uncover our genuine rights when we resist complicity with socially coercive mainstreaming of individuals and our differences. In discussion and writing, we will analyze and confront biases in ourselves, our laws, and our communities, as we explore rights based in differences and mindfully acknowledge that there are many ways to be human. Come to class prepared to uncover. 

This course offers the option of course credit in the Women Studies major because it is a seminar that facilitates the analysis of sex and gender roles in society from multiple perspectives. In particular this course examines the interdependence of often contesting categories: gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, and socio-economic status.

Civil and human rights with particular attention to sexuality, racial/ethnic status, gender, religion, transgender status, & poverty.
UCOR 1630-01 – Poverty in America

10:55-12:20 MWF

Reed

“Poverty in America” is an interdisciplinary social science course that explores the perspectives of sociology, economics, political science, philosophy, and theology in relationship to the causes, consequences, and solutions to the problem of poverty.  The relationship between the human person and society will be the foundation for our exploration of the reality of poverty in America.  In this course we highly suggest that students place into context and understand the following concepts and theories.

· Situational Poverty theory

· Generational Poverty theory

· Culture of Poverty theory

· Structure of Poverty theory

· Stratification theory

UCOR 3430-04 Cultural Pluralism Across the US
3:40-5:45 MW

Smith

The course focuses primarily on the works of ethnic American authors.  Their writing will be complemented with works by authors of their originating countries (i.e. Mexico, China, Japan, Africa), as a means of emphasizing the reality that our growing global interconnectedness continues to result in diverse issues that require a broader, more ‘global’ view of our intellectual and emotional engagement.

This course probes the significance of multiculturalism and cultural pluralism in American society, which includes a rich ethnic and pluralistic heritage, in spite of the fact that the dominant white culture often chooses to deny this fundamental truth.  The content of this course functions from two mediums—the written text and the visual text—with all readings and films informing participants in both broad and minute ways of the racial, ethnic, cultural, sociopolitical, and marginalization challenges found in the experiences of people of color in the United States.  

While not all marginalized groups can be covered in this course, a representative sampling has been selected through which participants will engage with course materials that reveal the fact that people of color in American have been more frequently excluded than included.  In addition to literary works and films, students will read historical documents that include the Indian Removal Act, the Chinese Exclusion Act, the Emancipation Proclamation, Executive Order 9066 (Japanese Relocation Order), the Jim Crow Laws (by State), and the Arizona Immigration Senate Bill 1070.
