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Test Preparation Strategies
· Preparing for finals should begin even before the first day of class. Reading ahead in the text makes you a better note taker. Try to stay ahead in your reading.

· As soon as you can after class, before you forget, edit your notes, making ideas clear and complete.  Use colored pens or highlighters to label headings then add questions in the margins about the material in the notes or about material you would like to bring up in class.

· Use your questions to test yourself before the exam. Recite the answers both aloud and on paper, using a study partner or family member to quiz you if possible.

· Find out what kind of test you’ll have and adjust how you study accordingly. Flashcards as well as the question/answer format in notes work well when preparing for a matching test. Summarizing material in charts or in a mapping format and using text book summaries helps you draw information together for essay tests. Discussing answers to questions generated in a study group will help you get used to explaining and defending your ideas, necessary for essay answers.

· Be sure you have a record of your responses to your textbook reading (separate notes, or highlighting and marking the text) so you can easily study the condensed material. You won’t have time to reread the entire book before the final!

· Find the study environment that is right for you.  While some students may do best when studying in private, quiet environments, others may prefer to be around their peers and have some background noise. 

· Use as many senses as possible when studying.  Read aloud, use movement and gestures, write or type out what you are learning, use colored pens and highlighters, record your own notes and listen to them several times.

· Build regular review—at least once a week—into your schedule from the beginning. Be sure that major review times aren’t marathon sessions. Break the study time up into manageable periods and give yourself enough time to absorb the information.  
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