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Generally Good Ideas:

· Make sure that you are in the appropriate level class. 
· Attend every class session.
· Pay attention, participate, ask questions and take good notes.
· Do homework or practice current problems if homework is not assigned.
· Don’t let yourself fall behind.
Use the Textbook:

· Read the new section before the lecture.
· After class, read the section again and compare it to your lecture notes.
· Read through the section again right before you do your homework.
Take Notes:

· Don’t write everything down word for word. Use symbols and abbreviate words and leave out material that is covered in the book.

· Write down all definitions and theorems not covered in the book.

· Make sure to explain each step of an example. 

· When you compare your notes and text, try to make connections between the ideas in each.

· Keep your notes organized. Label them for class, section, and date. Keep them all in one place, such as in a binder.
Study:

· Work on the material each day for AT LEAST fifteen to twenty minutes (yes, even on the weekend).

· Don’t forget to review past material at least once a week.

· Organize a study group that meets at least once a week.

· Spend time on both current material and review.

Do Your Homework:

· Work on the homework as you cover the material it is related to; don’t try to do it all the night before it is due.

· Don’t spend too much time on any one problem. After about fifteen minutes, skip to the next one and come back later.  Just be sure to get it all done and get a complete understanding of the material.  (See “Use Your Resources” below)
· Use examples and information from the textbook section and notes to help you work problems in that section.

· Use the book’s answer key only as a last resort.


Prepare for Tests:

· Keep up with the material. Don’t plan to cram the night before.

· Give two or three days to prepare for a test.

· Make a list of concepts that will be covered. Review them in order that they were covered in class. Make sure that you understand them all.

· Get a good 8 hours of rest the night before the test.

Taking the Test:

· Look over the entire test as soon as you get it.  Read all of the questions first.

· Based on the allotted time for the test and total number of questions, determine how much time, at most, you will be able to spend on each question.  
· Read the directions carefully and do all parts of each problem.

· You don’t necessarily have to start with the first question.  Start working the easiest questions first as this builds confidence and means that you don’t miss any sure points in the event that you run out of time.

· Write down all the formulas you will need at the beginning of a problem.

· Don’t spend too much time on one question.  If you get stuck, move on and come back after you have finished the rest.

· If you have time, review your work and answers before you hand in the test.  (Be careful about second guessing yourself and changing answers).  Make sure that you have answered all of the questions.

Use Your Resources:

· Utilize your professor’s office hours.  Take advantage of this one-on-one time to go in and ask questions you might not feel comfortable asking in class.  Just be sure to arrive prepared and with a clear sense of what you would like to work on during this personalized time.
· Get help from friends and classmates.

· Stop in to the Math Lab for drop in help and practice (Engineering 300)

· Come to the Learning Assistance Program and sign up for a tutor (Lemieux 2nd floor)
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