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WAYS TO CATEGORIZE ERRORS ON NURSING EXAMS
[image: image1.wmf]Be sure to take some time to go over the exam, figuring out why you missed a particular answer:

1. I read the stem too quickly.

2. I jumped to a conclusion too quickly.

3. I didn’t read all the choices carefully.

4. I selected an option I didn’t really understand because the answer I knew seemed too simple.

5. I failed to note an important word or phrase in the stem, including “all but,” “except,” “not,” “first,” “most important,” “most immediate.”

6. I chose the wrong answer because I didn’t know the information well enough.

7. I allowed an unfamiliar technical word or one I unsure of, to throw me off track, and I failed to utilize the rest of the information in the item.

8. I chose an answer that didn’t fit the gravity of the situation.


9. I chose an answer based on personal experience, but failed to realize that the conditions in the question were not identical to the conditions I had experienced.


10. I made an error because I didn’t read the text sufficiently, didn’t take adequate notes on the material, avoided the material because it was so difficult, etc.


11. I studied but I didn’t understand the material completely, memorized instead of understood, didn’t know how to apply the knowledge to a new situation, or how to integrate knowledge so I could problem-solve.


12. I knew the material but I read into the question, misinterpreted questions, was too anxious to concentrate well, etc. 

     Some of this material is from How to Pass Nursing Exams by Sally Lagerquist, R.N., M.S.
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