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Note Taking Ideas
1.  As soon as you can after class, review and edit your notes, correcting them and making them complete.  Fill in additional facts and examples while the lecture is still fresh in your mind.  You could do this with a fellow student. 

2.  Later that same day, add questions in the margin about the material.   Some questions will be strictly recall questions (who, what, when, where, how), but try to make up some questions at higher levels.  For example, begin some questions with these words:  classify, distinguish, rearrange, compare or contrast, support, conclude, evaluate.
	Question 1

Question 2
	Notes
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



3.   If you find you don't understand some points, use the index of your text to locate further explanation and add it to your class notes.

4.  Try writing a brief (150 word) summary of each day's notes.  To do this reread your notes, formulate questions from the headings of major sections of the lecture, and underline key terms.  Then write a one-sentence summary of each section using these key terms. Next, put these section summaries together in paragraph form. 

5.  An alternate summary method is a "map" which lists the day's topic in the center of the page, with supporting information branching from this center.  Sometimes one map can condense a whole chapter or lecture; other times you may need one map for each main section of the material.










6. Study your notes frequently!  Even l0 or 15 minute reviews are worthwhile.  Test your knowledge by covering up the notes and using the questions you've written in the margin to quiz yourself.  
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