






























Seattle University will not issue a disciplinary sanction arising from an allegation of sexual 

harassment covered by the Policy for Complying with the Title IX Regulations/Title IX Final 

Rule without holding a live hearing. 

The live hearing may be conducted with all parties physically present in the same geographic 

location, or, at the university's discretion, any or all parties, witnesses, and other participants 

may appear at the live hearing virtually through a commercially reasonable video platform such 

as Zoom. This technology will enable participants simultaneously to see and hear each other. At 

its discretion, Seattle University may delay or adjourn a hearing based on technological errors 

not within a party's control. 

All proceedings will be recorded through audio recording or audiovisual recording. The 

recording will be made available to the parties for inspection and review. 

Continuances or Granting Extensions 

Seattle University may determine that multiple sessions or a continuance (i.e. a pause on the 

continuation of the hearing until a later date or time) is needed to complete a hearing. If so, 

Seattle University will notify all participants and endeavor to accommodate all participants' 

schedules and complete the hearing as promptly as practicable. 

Participants in the live hearing 

Live hearings are not public, and the only individuals permitted to participate in the hearing are 

as follows: 

Complainant and Respondent (The Parties) 

• The parties cannot waive the right to a live hearing.

• In reaching a determination regarding responsibility, the decision-maker will consider prior 

statements made by a party regardless of whether that party submits to cross-examination, 

as described below.  Additionally, the decision-maker may reach a determination regarding 

responsibility of a party based on evidence that does not constitute a “statement,” by that 

party as part of their objective evaluation of all relevant evidence.

• Seattle University may still proceed with the live hearing in the absence of a party, and may 

reach a determination of responsibility in their absence, including through any evidence 

gathered that does not constitute a "statement" by that party.

• For example, a verbal or written statement constituting part or all of the sexual 

harassment its elf is not a "prior statement" that must be excluded if the maker of the 

statement does not submit to cross-examination about that statement. In other words, 

a prior statement would not include a document, audio recording, audiovisual reading,
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• In reaching a determination regarding responsibility, the decision-maker must consider 

statements made by a witness, including statements relayed by the witness to another witness or a 

party who testifies at the live hearing, even if the witness does not submit to cross examination, 

as described below. 

Hearing Procedures 

For all live hearings conducted under this Policy, the procedure will be as follows: 

• Decision-makers will open and establish rules and expectations for the hearing;

• The Parties will each be given the opportunity to provide opening statements;

• Decision-makers will ask questions of the Parties and Witnesses;

• Parties will be given the opportunity for live cross-examination after decision-makers

conducts initial questioning. During the Parties' cross-examination, decision-makers will

have the authority to pause cross-examination at any time for the purposes of asking

follow up questions, and any time necessary in order to enforce reasonable standards of

decorum.

• Should a Party or the Party's Advisor choose not to cross-examine a Party or Witness, the

Party shall affirmatively waive cross-examination through a written or oral statement to

the decision-maker. A Party's waiver of cross-examination does not eliminate the ability

of the decision-maker to use statements made by the Party.

Live Cross-Examination Procedure 

Each party's advisor will conduct live cross-examination of the other party or parties and 

witnesses. During this live-cross examination the advisor will ask the other party or parties and 

witnesses relevant questions and follow-up questions, including those challenging credibility 

directly, orally, and in real time. 

Before any cross-examination question is answered, decision-makers will determine if the 

question is relevant. Cross-examination questions that are duplicative of those already asked, 

including by the decision-maker, may be deemed irrelevant if they have been asked and 

answered. 

Review of Recording 

The recording of the hearing will be available for review by the parties within ten calendar days, 

unless there are any extenuating circumstances. 

Determination Regarding Responsibility 
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